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America in the 1930's                                                                             based on Dinner at Eight by George Cukor

Before all, one has to indicate that the film Dinner at Eight is most often categorized as comedy, while having seen the film one would rather consider it being a socio-drama. What we are really presented with is a display of a cross section of society, where different attitudes towards life in general manifest themselves through the actions of the various characters represented.

Since the biggest, and most definitely the only real concern of the people of the time is the Great Depression and how to survive it - we are presented with exactly that; how different people react to the changes taking place, and what alternative solutions they provide in order to endure. Never the less it is quite clear, that the film merely concentrates on one particular level of society, the class of the rich and successful.

In order to that, we have quite a range of characters presented: two businessmen and their wives and daughter, doctor and wife, an old actress and a burnt-out film star even. The people of the lower social classes are only there as a background to the difficulties approached and the film really doesn't deal with them in great detail, although characters like servants, hotel assistants, maidens and co-producers appear in the film. Out of these people, every one of them is concerned with his own clearly distinctive problem. It is again apparent that the central concern and attention is focused on the two businessmen and the old actress doing business. And again the solutions of survival are rather converse too; one of them becoming totally amoral and cruel, the other only saving her own interests, and the last struggling but with a moral keep. Also as a criticism, their action is evaluated by the makers of the film, for in the end all turns to right and the moral man is saved from the economical crash, as well as his daughter from marrying the wrong man - an example is demonstrated to the public.

All in all the film gives us a great deal about the age, for we are given straight examples of, for example, what the different women were like, expelled from work and business to a very limited theater of action; to care only about house keep or self beauty according to individual likes. Or what truly Hollywood was like, and what kind of people the great star actors were really like - in our case drunkard, broke and virtueless. But also what business-life was like, how easily the mightyfull fairs collapsed in an instant, and how defenseless the owners were.

But apart from specific problems of the age, general, forever-true problems appear in the private sector of life as well. Love, hate, greed and happiness is all there to make life all the same and generally important for the individual without the significance of what the age around them was really like and what main problems the world was fighting at the time...

